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Abstract
Earlier experiments have been repeated to evaluate magnetic fluid behavior in DC, AC and
rotating magnetic fields. Understanding these behaviors are essential to the ferrohydrody-
namic applications of ferrofluids in biomedicine. Careful measurements in Hele-Shaw cells
with simultaneous perpendicular DC and in-plane rotating magnetic fields have shown that
ferrofluid drop spiral patterns rotate in the same direction as the rotating magnetic field,
independent of the polarity of the perpendicular DC magnetic field. This corrects inconsis-
tencies in previously reported measurements. The large and heavy electromagnet and power
supply used in earlier work were also replaced by a small permanent magnet assembly from
MagswitchTM to still produce ferrofluid spirals and spontaneous self-assembling ferrofluid
dot patterns.
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Chapter 1
Introduction
Magnetic fluids, also known as ferrofluids, are mixtures typically containing water or oil
combined with permanently magnetized particles. These particles, usually magnetite, have
diameters on the order of 10nm and make up about 3-10% of the volume of the ferrofluid
[1]. Because of the small particle size, the study of ferrofluids includes nanoscience and
nanotechnology. Current research on ferrofluids focuses on the synthesis and characterization
of the nanoparticles for multiple applications. The most notable applications include using
these particles in electromechanical sensors, actuators and nanofluidic devices [1]. They are
also being applied in biomedical applications for targeted drug-delivery, hyperthermia and
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) [2].
1.1 Ferrofluids
Understanding how ferrofluids respond under magnetic fields is essential for its biomedicine
applications. Ferrofluids have the potential to designate target sites for efficient drug delivery.
Cytotoxic drugs can be attached to the magnetic nanoparticles in the ferrofluids before being
injected into a patient. An external magnetic field can be applied near the target site of
the patient to direct the drugs to the correct area of the body. Hyperthermia can then be
applied to kill cancerous tumors. Once the nanoparticles are delivered to a target site of
cancerous cells, they can be heated by an external magnetic field thereby destroying nearby
tumors [2].
Ferrofluids are also being used for MRI contrast enhancement. An MRI image contrast is
possible because tissues in the body have different T1 and T2 relaxation times [3]. T1 is the
time it takes for proton magnetization to align with the external field after radio frequency
(RF) excitation. T2 is the time for transverse magnetization to decay after the RF pulse
is removed . By applying an external rotating magnetic field to a ferrofluid, the rotating
field can actuate a spin of the magnetic nanoparticles which alters the complex magnetic
susceptibility (CMS) tensor of the ferrofluid [4]. Changing the CMS tensor of the ferrofluid
temporally modulates the MRI signal intensity. The resulting "twinkling" MRI image makes
it easier to locate the magnetic nanoparticles.
1.2 Scope of Thesis
Chapter 2 provides results of experiments used to resolve earlier discrepancies from previous
research. Ferrofluid spirals are formed when excited under an axial DC magnetic field. When
an in-plane rotating magnetic field is then turned on, these spirals curl either clockwise or
counterclockwise. It is uncertain whether the spirals curl in the same or opposite direction
to the rotating magnetic field. It also unclear if the polarity of the axial field has any effect
on the direction in which the spirals curl. Similar experiments are repeated to resolve these
uncertainties.
Chapter 3 discusses using a Magswitch magnet to produce the axial DC magnetic field
to obtain a more portable experiment setup. The experiments conducted in chapter 2 used
heavy, non-portable equipment. The use of the Magswitch magnet makes the system more
portable. Measurements are taken to obtain a profile of the three dimensional magnetic field
of the magnet. Experiments are also conducted with the Magswitch to produce the same
results as previous setups.
Chapter 4 displays the images obtained with the Magswitch and the stator coil winding.
Pictures are displayed which show both the curling spirals and phase transitions. Chapter
5 includes a summary of the results obtained in this thesis and a brief discussion of possible
future work.

Chapter 2
Determining Ferrofluid Spin
Orientation
2.1 Previous Research
The research being done at the Laboratory of Electromagnetic and Electrical Systems aims
to understand the role of ferrofluid nanoparticle spin velocity. Previous experiments have
been conducted which analyze instabilities of a ferrofluid drop in a Hele-Shaw cell [5] under
the presence of axial and rotating magnetic fields. A Hele-Shaw cell has a thin gap between
two glass plates. A ferrofluid drop in the gap is surrounded by a non-magnetic fluid solution
that is 50% propyl alcohol and 50% deionized water, known as propanol, to prevent the
ferrofluid from sticking to the glass plates. The Hele-Shaw cell used in this thesis was 2.5
inches in diameter with a 0.9 mm gap. Ferrotec provided the fluorocarbon-based display cell
ferrofluid used in these experiements.
The results have shown that the droplet forms a labyrinth pattern when stressed by a
uniform DC axial field. This phenomenon is shown in Figure 2-1(a) [6]. When an in-plane
rotating field is later applied, the labyrinth pattern curls to form spirals as shown in Figure
2-1(b). The experiment was repeated by applying the rotating field before the DC axial field
is applied. The rotating field holds the drop together without the formation of a labyrinth.
(a) Labyrinth pattern forms under an axial (b) Labyrinth curls in the counter-
DC magnetic field. clockwise direction when an in-plane
counter-clockwise rotating field is applied.
Figure 2-1: Ferrofluid labyrinth patterns with (a) an axial magnetic DC field applied first
and then (b) an in-plane rotating magnetic field applied [5]. The direction of the spiral is
in the same direction as the rotating magnetic field independent of the polarity of the axial
DC magnetic field.
With the application of the perpendicular magnetic field, at a critical strength, a pattern of
smaller droplets spontaneously form [6]. Figure 2-2 shows this spontaneous phase transition.
2.1.1 Earlier Contradictions
In Figure 2-2, the spirals can curl in either a clockwise or counterclockwise direction. The
direction of the spirals with respect to the rotation of direction of the AC rotating field
was uncertain from previous research. One study [5] claimed that the spirals curled in the
opposing direction of the rotating magnetic field. If the rotating field is oriented clockwise,
the study claimed that the ferrofluid curled counterclockwise and vice versa. Another study
[6] stated that the ferrofluid curls in the same direction of the rotating field. So, the spirals
would curl clockwise under a clockwise rotating field and vice versa.
The cause of the reported discrepancy is unknown. One possibility could be that during
one of the studies, the direction of the rotating field was not verified with a compass and was
erroneously assumed. One other cause could be that the direction of the axial field affects
the direction of the curl depending on whether it is directed into or out of the plane of the
ferrofluid. Perhaps, both studies had axial fields in different direction and this difference was
(a) The drop holds its circular (b) Phase transition under a
shape in the rotating magnetic DC axial field.
field.
Figure 2-2: Ferrofluid phase transition with (a) an in-plane rotating magnetic field applied
first and then (b) a DC axial magnetic field is applied.
the source of the discrepancy. Perhaps, one report was simply wrong.
This project repeats the experiments with the DC axial magnetic field applied before the
AC rotating field to determine that the spiral curls are in the same direction as the rotating
field independent of the polarity of the vertical DC magnetic field. For both clockwise
and counterclockwise directions of the rotating field, experiments were conducted with both
directions of the DC field to determine that the polarity of the DC field has no effect on
the spiral curls of the ferrofluid. The same procedure is repeated with the AC rotating
field applied before the DC axial magnetic field to reproduce the phase transitions of the
ferrofluid.
2.2 Experiment Setup
To conduct these experiments, a DC axial and AC in-plane rotating magnetic field need to
be applied to the ferrofluid. This is done by placing a cylindrical motor stator winding inside
a solenoidal electromagnet. Figure 2-3 shows the actual motor stator and the electromagnet.
To produce the rotating magnetic field, current is supplied to two of the three windings
of the cylindrical motor stator. The third winding is grounded. To produce balanced three
Figure 2-3: Cylindrical motor stator winding inside a toroidal DC electromagnet.
phase AC in the stator windings, the two windings must be ±600 out of phase with each
other. The +600 phase difference gives a clockwise rotating magnetic field and -60' phase
difference gives a counterclockwise rotating magnetic field. The two activated windings have
the same sinusoidal currents with amplitudes up to 5A peak at the same frequency over the
range of 20-35 Hz. For the labyrinth patterns, the stator winding currents typically have a
frequency of 20 Hz. For the phase transitions, the stator winding currents typically have a
frequency of 30 Hz. The sinusoidal currents are generated by a Wavetek 40 MS/s Universal
Wave Generator. An AE Techron 5050 Linear Amplifier amplifies the signal before they are
supplied to the windings of the motor stator. This lab apparatus is shown in Figure 2-4.
Figure 2-4: Waveform generator and Linear amplifier.
Three Fluke 45 Dual Display Multimeters, shown in Figure 2-5, are each placed in series
with each of the three phase windings to measure the current to ensure that each winding was
carrying the same amplitude current. Once the in-plane AC rotating field was established,
the DC axial field is produced. To produce the DC axial field, the solenoidal magnet is
driven by a DC current from a large DC power supply shown in Figure 2-6.
jr
I
Figure 2-5: Multimeters used to measure AC current.
The windings around the magnet produce a uniform axial field in the center of the
solenoid. The DC power supply in Figure 2-6 has a Variac controlled autotransformer which
supplies the DC current that drives the solenoidal electromagnet.
2-6: Variac Autotransformer DC power supply
2-3.
that drives the DC solenoidal coil in
The applied in-plane AC rotating field is produced by currents in the stator windings in
Figure 2-3. Each 1 A rms in the three phases gives approximately 38 Gauss (rms) in the
central region of the stator [6]. The DC axial field was measured in the center of the solenoid
with the F.W. Bell Model 7030 Gauss/Teslameter as shown in Figure 2-7. Each 1 A DC
gives about 5-6 Gauss.
Figure
Figure
Figure 2-7: Teslameter
If the measured magnetic field is negative, then the field is directed into the axis of the
axial probe. The probe is placed downward at the center of the toroid magnet. Therefore,
a negative field means the field is directed upwards. Similarly, a positive field is directed
downwards. The results for the experiments conducted are discussed in the next section.
2.3 Measured Ferrohydrodynamic Patterns
In this section, the results for labyrinth patterns and phase transitions are presented.
2.3.1 Labyrinth Spirals
The DC axial field is slowly increased to the typical range between 84 - 92 Gauss when
the ferrofluid takes the shape of a labyrinth. The in-plane AC rotating magnetic field is
then turned on which causes the labyrinth to form spirals. The rotating AC magnetic field
typically has a frequency of 20 Hz and amplitudes of about 15.5 Gauss(rms). In all cases,
these spirals rotate in the direction of the rotating magnetic field, independent of the DC
magnetic field polarity.
Figures 2-8 to 2-11 show representative spiral patterns and the directions in which the
spirals curl.
(a) Ferrofluid drop with
no applied magnetic field
(d) 20 Hz, 15.6 Gauss
(rms) CW AC turned on
(b) +78 Gauss DC On
(e) Labyrinth curls in di-
rection of rotating AC
field
(c) +84 Gauss DC
(f) Spirals
pattern
of labyrinth
Figure 2-8: Labyrinth pattern for positive (downwards) DC field and clockwise rotating
AC field. The DC axial magnetic field is increased to the value given in the corresponding
picture. The clockwise AC field, fixed at 20 Hz and 15.6 Gauss (rms), is then turned on.
The labyrinth spirals curl in the direction of the AC rotating field.
(a) Ferrofluid drop with
no applied magnetic field
(d) 20 Hz, 15.2 Gauss
(rms) CCW AC turned on
(b) +78 Gauss DC On
(e) Labyrinth curls in di-
rection of rotating AC
field
(c) +84 Gauss DC
(f) Spirals
pattern
of labyrinth
Figure 2-9: Labyrinth pattern for positive (downwards) DC field and counterclockwise rotat-
ing AC field. The DC axial magnetic field is increased to the value given in the corresponding
picture. The counterclockwise AC field, fixed at 20 Hz and 15.2 Gauss (rms), is then turned
on. The labyrinth spirals curl counterclockwise.
(a) Ferrofluid drop with
no applied magnetic field
(d) 20 Hz, 15.7 Gauss
(rms) CW AC turned on
(b) -66 Gauss DC On
(e) Labyrinth curls in di-
rection of rotating AC field
(c) -84 Gauss DC
(f) Spirals
pattern
of labyrinth
Figure 2-10: Labyrinth pattern for negative (upwards) DC field and clockwise rotating AC
field. The DC axial magnetic field is increased to the value given in the corresponding
picture. The clockwise AC field, fixed at 20 Hz and 15.7 Gauss (rms), is then turned on.
The labyrinth spirals curl in the direction of the AC rotating field.
(a) Ferrofluid drop with
no applied magnetic field
(d) 20 Hz, 15.4 Gauss
(rms) CCW AC turned on
(b) -66 Gauss DC On
(e) Labyrinth curls in di-
rection of rotating AC
field
(c) -92 Gauss DC
(f) Spirals
pattern
of labyrinth
Figure 2-11: Labyrinth pattern for negative (upwards) DC field and counterclockwise rotat-
ing AC field. The DC axial magnetic field is increased to the value given in the corresponding
picture. The counterclockwise AC field, fixed at 20 Hz and 15.4 Gauss (rms), is then turned
on. The labyrinth spirals curl counterclockwise.
2.3.2 Phase Transitions
In this section, phase transitions are discussed for an applied 30 Hz AC rotating field with
amplitude on the order of 22 Gauss (rms). The results are shown for both clockwise and
counterclockwise AC rotating fields each followed by a positively and negatively directed
DC axial field. In all cases, the spirals rotate in the direction of the rotating magnetic field,
independent of the DC magnetic field.
Figures 2-12 to 2-15 show the phase transitions and the directions in which the spirals
curl.
(a) Ferrofluid drop
with no applied
magnetic field
(d) +122 Gauss DC
(b) 30 Hz, 21.9 Gauss
(rms) CW AC On
(e) +132 Gauss DC
(c) +107 Gauss DC On
(f) +144 Gauss DC
Figure 2-12: Phase Transformations for clockwise rotating AC field and positive DC field.
The AC field is fixed at 30 Hz and 21.9 Gauss (rms) and the DC axial magnetic is increased
to the value shown in the corresponding picture. Note that the spirals curl in the direction
of the AC rotating field.
(a) Ferrofluid
with no
magnetic field
drop
applied
(d) +84 Gauss DC
(b) 30 Hz, 21.2 Gauss
(rms) CCW AC On
(e) +107 Gauss DC
(c) +53 Gauss DC On
(f) +144 Gauss DC
Figure 2-13: Phase Transformations for counterclockwise rotating AC field and positive DC
field. Note that the spirals curl counterclockwise, opposite to that of the spirals formed
under a clockwise rotating AC field in Figure 2-12.
(a) Ferrofluid drop
with no applied
magnetic field
(d) -92 Gauss DC
(b) 30 Hz, 19.6 Gauss
(rms) CW AC On
(e) -107 Gauss DC
(c) -53 Gauss DC On
(f) -115 Gauss DC
Figure 2-14: Phase Transformations for clockwise rotating AC field and negative (upwards)
DC field. Note that the spirals curl in the direction of the AC field as in Figure 2-12. The
direction of the DC axial field has no effect on the spirals.
(a) Ferrofluid drop (b) 30 Hz, 22.1 Gauss (c) -53 Gauss DC On
with no applied (rms) CCW AC On
magnetic field
(d) -92 Gauss DC (e) -107 Gauss DC (f) -144 Gauss DC
Figure 2-15: Phase Transformations for counterclockwise rotating AC field and negative
(upwards) DC field.
2.4 Discussion
This set of measurements has resolved the discrepancy in previously reported measurements
[1][6] of spiral curl with respect to direction of in-plane rotating AC magnetic field and DC
axial magnetic field polarity. A ferrofluid drop forms labyrinth patterns when a vertical DC
axial field is applied to it. It then curls to form spirals when an in-plane AC rotating magnetic
field is applied. Spirals form that curl in the same direction as the rotating magnetic field.
A ferrofluid drop undergoes a phase transition when an in-plane AC rotating magnetic field
is first applied followed by an axial DC field. The results shown in this report conclude that
the spirals always curl in the direction of the applied rotating field with the direction of the
DC axial field having no effect on the direction of the curls.
Chapter 3
Magswitch Magnet
3.1 Description of Magswitch Magnet
The second goal of this thesis research is to produce similar ferrofluid spirals and dot-like
patterns as those from previous research but with a smaller experiment setup. By using
smaller components, a portable version of the experiment may be constructed. The first
step in creating a portable setup will be finding new compact ways to produce a DC axial
magnetic field. MagswitchTM is a company based in Australia [7] that specializes in "non-
electric switching magnet technology." Specifically, they produce small permanent magnet
devices in which the user can increase the strength of the magnetic field from zero by turning
a knob. Figure 3-1 shows the magnet which Magswitch donated for this research.
When the red dial on the side face is pointed toward the bottom, the magnetic field is off
or very small. When the dial is pointed upward, the magnetic field is at a maximum. This
small device essentially replaces the large cart containing the the solenoidal magnet and the
Variac autotransformer shown in Figures 2-3 and 2-6, respectively. Moreover, the Magswitch
magnet requires no power and fits right in the user's hand. Its dimensions in inches are 2.5
x 2.5 x 2.375. Figures 3-2 provides alternate views of the Magswitch magnet.
Figure 3-1: View of a Magswitch magnet
(a) Front view (b) Side view
Figure 3-2: Front and side views of Magswitch magnet
3.2 Problems with Magswitch Magnet
One problem with the magnet is the non-uniformity of the magnetic field which causes the
ferrofluid to move to the strong magnetic field region at the edges of the magnet and not
remain as a round drop in the central region of the Hele-Shaw cell. Although bulky, the
solenoidal magnet did produce a very uniform DC field through the Hele-Shaw cell keeping
the ferrofluid drop in the center. The Magswitch magnet is smaller but produces very
large fields at the edges of the magnet. This in turn pulls the ferrofluid from the center of
the Hele-Shaw cell and forces it to congregate at the outer edges. In the next section, a
Teslameter (Figure 2-7) will be used to accurately measure the magnetic field at different
positions over the magnet as well as at different heights above the magnet. This will give a
spatial distribution of the magnetic field as a function of location and height. From these
measurements, the Hele-Shaw cell can be placed where the Magswitch magnet produces an
approximate uniform DC field through the ferrofluid drop.
Another problem with the Magswitch magnet is the inability to access the dial once it
is inside the stator winding coil. To circumvent this problem, an extension rod was built to
allow easier use of the Magswitch magnet as shown in Figure 3-3.
Figure 3-3: Magswitch magnet with extender on the control knob.
Once the extender is this long, the entire Magswitch magnet can no longer fit inside the
stator. The inside of the stator had a diameter of 78 mm and a height of 62.5 mm. The coil
had to be propped up so that the user can control the Magswitch magnet. Figure 3-4 shows
a setup of the coil propped up on wooden blocks. The control knob has been extended by
the large handle allowing for easier use.
Figure 3-4: Stator winding propped on wooden blocks. Magswitch magnet with extender is
placed underneath to provide DC axial field.
3.3 Magswitch Magnet Measurements in Stator
The original magnetizable top that came with the Magswitch was 1 inches thick and had
a diameter of 50 mm. This top is shown on the left in Figure 3-5. The magnetic fields at
the edges of the magnet were so strong that the ferrofluid was pulled from the center of
the Hele-Shaw cell to the edge. To solve this problem, a secondary magnetizable top was
constructed (to the right in Figure 3-5). This secondary top was 1 inch thick and 3 inches
(76 mm) in diameter. A bigger top was built so that the outer edges would be further away
from the center of the Hele-Sha* cell where the ferrofluid drop will be. This bigger top,
which was 76 mm in diameter, was chosen in order to fit inside the stator which was 78 mm
in diameter.
As stated, the magnetic field was measured at different positions and different heights
above the Magswitch magnet when it was placed radially centered within the stator winding
at a vertical height of 2 cm from the bottom of the stator winding. Figure 3-6 shows sketches
of the labeling system used in this thesis. Figure 3-6(a) is a sketch for the in thick, 50 mm
diameter plate. Figure 3-6(b) is a sketch for the1 in thick, 3 inch diameter plate. The letters
Figure 3-5: Two tops of the Magswitch magnet. The top on the left is ý in thick and 50 mm
in diameter. The top on the right is 1 in thick with a 3 in diameter. The larger top has a
weaker magnetic field at its outer edge so that the ferrofluid drop remained in the center of
the Hele-Shaw cell.
(A-Q) mark the spots in which the magnetic fields were measured. A marks the middle, B-I
are on the edges 450 apart. J-Q are located halfway between the center and the outer edge
and are also 450 apart. Letters A,J-Q are called the interior positions and B-I are the
exterior positions.
Top view of Magswitch magnet with 308" cover and labeled points Top view of Magswitch magnet with 1/4" cover and labeled points
-20 -10 0
X (mm)
10 20 30 -1.5 -1 -05 0
X (in)
05 1 1.5
Figure 3-6: Sketches of the Magswitch covers. The 3 in thick, 50 mm diameter top is shown
in (a) and the 1 in thick, 3 in diameter top is shown in (b). The letters (A-Q) mark the
spots in which the magnetic fields were measured. A marks the middle, B-I are on the edges
450 apart. J-Q are located halfway between the center and the outer edge and are also 450
apart. Letters A,J-Q are called the interior positions and B-I are the exterior positions.
The x, y and z components at each point was measured and are referred to as B,, B,,
and Bz respectively. An FW Bell three axis probe (Part Number ZOA73-3208-5) was used to
measure the components of the magnetic field. Figure 3-7 shows the equipment setup used
-,4 ~ · · ~~~
3U
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for the measurements. A microstage accurately moved up and down along the Z axis from 0
to 5 cm. A vertical rod is placed in the stage with a test tube clamp fixed to it. The clamp
holds the three axis probe in place over the magnet which is inside the stator. Appendix A
contains tables of the measured values of the magnetic field components of various positions
using both tops.
Figure 3-7: Equipment setup used to measure the DC magnetic field as a function of position
on and above the Magswitch magnet. A microstage moved up and down along the z axis
from 0 to 5 cm accurately. A vertical rod is placed in the stage with a test tube clamp fixed
to it. The clamp holds the three axis probe in place over the magnet which is inside the
stator.
3.3.1 Measurements with - in thick, 50 mm diameter top
Magnetic field measurements were taken first with the original Magswitch top. This top was
50 mm in diameter and was inches thick. Table A. 1 in Appendix A lists all the numerical
values recorded. Figure 3-8 shows 6 plots of the normalized z, y, and z components of
magnetic field magnitudes B,,By and Bz. Each component was normalized by the largest
magnitude which was IBmaxI = 840.95 Gauss. The x axis for each plot refers to the position
at which the magnetic field was measured. 1 refers to position A, 2 refers to B and so on.
Figure 3-6(a) shows a schematic of the 1 in thick top with the positions labeled A through
Q.
3.3.2 Measurements with 1 in thick, 3 in diameter top
Subsequent magnetic field magnitude measurements were taken with the new constructed
top. This top was 3 inches in diameter and was - inches thick. Table A.2 in Appendix A
lists all the numerical values recorded. Figure 3-8 shows 6 plots of the normalized x, y, and
z components of magnetic field magnitudes B,,By and Bz. Each component was normalized
by the largest magnitude which was IBma I = 645.41 Gauss. Figure 3-6(b) shows the labeling
schematic of the 1 in thick top with the positions labeled A through Q.
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3.4 Magswitch Magnet Measurements in Free Space
In order to understand the effect of the stator winding on the magnetic field of the Magswitch
magnet, measurements were also taken with the magnet in free space. Appendix B, Table
B.1 lists the magnetic field components, as a function of position and height, for the magnet
with the constructed 3 inch, inch top in free space with the stator removed. Table B.2
contains the magnetic field components for the original 50 mm, 1 in thick top.
Figure 3-10 graphically compares the three components of the magnetic field of the
Magswitch magnet inside the stator and in free space asa function of z, the height above the
Magswitch magnet. The interior and exterior points are defined in Figure 3-6. The measure-
ments taken with the magnet inside the stator are plotted with solid lines while those taken
in free space are plotted with dashed lines. As shown in (e) and (f) the B, component of the
magnetic field is smaller in amplitude when the magnet is placed in the stator than when
it is in free space. As expected, the iron inside the stator forces the magnetic field lines to
bend and terminate onto the iron. This reduces the strength of the magnetic field in the z
direction.
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Figure 3-10: Comparison of the three components of the DC magnetic field of the Magswitch
magnet inside the stator and in free space. The x axis is z, the height above the magnet.
The interior and exterior points are defined in Figure 3-6. The measurements taken with
the magnet inside the stator are plotted with solid lines while those taken in free space are
plotted with dashed lines.
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3.5 Discussion
The Magswitch magnet was used as a way to provide a controllable DC axial field. Compact
in size, the magnet also does not require power and is therefore a viable portable option
to previous equipment. One negative aspect to the Magswitch magnet is its non-uniform
magnetic field. A new constructed top with a 3 inch diameter was built so that the large
fringing fields at the ends of the top are farther away from the center where the ferrofluid
drop will be. This allows the ferrofluid drop to remain in the center of the Hele-Shaw cell.
Bz, the z component of the magnetic field, is an important measurement since this is the
axial field for the Hele-Shaw cell. This component needs to be strong enough to produce the
labyrinth and phase transition patterns seen in previous experiments described in Chapter
2. In those experiments, a DC field of about 80 Gauss produced the labyrinth pattern and
a DC field on the order of 140 Gauss produced the phase transitions. Table A.2 shows that
a height between 2 and 3 cm above the magnet had a magnetic field with its z component
in this range.
The x and y components of the magnetic field are also important in that they pull the
ferrofluid drop away from the center of the Hele-Shaw cell. This undesirable result can be
reduced if a height is selected so that these components are as uniform as possible. Figure
3-9 shows the three components of the magnetic field at different positions on top of the
magnet at different heights. The first two graphs in each plot are the x and y components,
respectively. At 5 cm above the magnet (Figure 3-9(f)), these components look most uniform.
However, the z component of the magnetic field becomes too weak to create the patterns
needed. Between 2 cm (Figure 3-9(c)) and 3 cm (Figure 3-9(d)), the x component is not
perfectly uniform but is more uniform at 3 cm. There needs to be a trade-off between
uniformity of the x and y components while still having a strong enough z component. The
final choice was to put the Hele-Shaw cell at 2.5 cm, midway between 2 and 3 cm.
To place the Hele Shaw cell 2.5 cm above the magnet, nonmagnetic plastic spacers were
placed on top of the Magswitch magnet. Figure 3-11 shows a picture of the setup.
Figure 3-11: View of nonmagnetic nonmagnetic plastic spacers placed on the top of the
Magswitch magnet. The ferrofluid drop in the Hele-Shaw cell is now 2.5 cm from the top of
the Magswitch magnet.

Chapter 4
Results
In this section, the images are shown for the labyrinth spirals and the phase transitions.
The following images were obtained using the Magswitch magnet to provide the axial DC
magnetic field. The Hele-Shaw cell was also placed 2.5 cm over the magnet as shown in
Figure 3-11.
4.1 Labyrinth Spirals
Figures 4-1 to 4-9 show the labyrinth spiral patterns. The Magswitch magnet magnetic field
is set to the value stated in the corresponding figure's caption for various values of rotating
magnetic field amplitude and frequency.
(b) (c)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-1: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 71.3 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 15 Hz, 30.0 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(a) (b) (c)
F'4
\r
(d) (e) (f)
Figure 4-2: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 71.3 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 15 Hz, 32.9 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(a) (b)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-3: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 71.3 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 15 Hz, 36.4 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(a) (b |
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i1
(a) (b)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-4: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 71.2 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 20 Hz, 31.2 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(•) 
(b)
(d) 
(e)
(a) (b)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-5: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 73.4 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 20 Hz, 33.8 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(a) (b)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-6: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 77.5 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 20 Hz, 40.6 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(a) (b)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-7: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 71.8 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 25 Hz, 28.1 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(d) 
(e)
r
(a) (b)
(d) (e)
Figure 4-8: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 77.5 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 25 Hz, 33.9 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
(a) 
(b)
(d) 
(•)
(e) (f)
Figure 4-9: Sequence of labyrinth patterns. Magswitch magnet produces a 83.2 Gauss axial
DC magnetic field. The stator coil winding is excited to produce a 25 Hz, 40.9 Gauss CW
rotating magnetic field.
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4.2 Phase Transitions
Figures 4-10 to 4-18 show the phase transition patterns for various values of rotating magnetic
field amplitude and frequency. The Magswitch magnet magnetic field is slowly increased to
the value stated in the corresponding figure's caption.
Figure 4-10: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 25 Hz, 31.4 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 66.5 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-11: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 25 Hz, 33.92 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 79.9 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-12: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 25 Hz, 40.2 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 74.5 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
i
Figure 4-13: Sequence of phase transition
produce a 30 Hz, 31.16 Gauss CW rotating
increased to a final value of 77.57 Gauss to
patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
provide the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-14: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 30 Hz, 35.1 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 77.17 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-15: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 30 Hz, 37.4 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 84.9 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-16: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 35 Hz, 31.6 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 84.8 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
I
Figure 4-17: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 35 Hz, 34.5 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 85.9 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-18: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 35 Hz, 39.1 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The Magswitch magnet is slowly
increased to a final value of 89.7 Gauss to provide the axial DC magnetic field.
4.3 Phase Transitions With Permanent Magnet
THe Magswitch magnet did not produce the elaborate patterns that were as good as those
shown in Sections 2.3.1 and 2.3.2. A permanent magnet was used to replace the Magswitch
magnet. This permanent magnet was 1 inch in diameter with a 1 inch thickness. Using
a Gaussmeter probe, the measured z component magnetic field was -3134.1 Gauss at the
center of the magnet and directly on its surface. The magnet was slowly moved toward
the Hele-Shaw cell until the phase transition patterns appears. This critical distance, the
distance from the Hele-Shaw cell, is recorded in the caption of the following figures.
/
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Figure 4-19: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 25 Hz, 18.3 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.3 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
b
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Figure 4-20: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 25 Hz, 25.3 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.4 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-21: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 25 Hz, 30.3 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.4 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-22: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 30 Hz, 17.8 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.3 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-23: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 30 Hz, 25.5 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The permanent magnet is slowly
brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.4 cm to provide the axial
DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-24: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 30 Hz, 30.6 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.3 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
'I
Figure 4-25: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 35 Hz, 18.6 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 3.9 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
Figure 4-26: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 35 Hz, 25.9 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.1 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
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Figure 4-27: Sequence of phase transition patterns. The stator coil winding is excited to
produce a 35 Hz, 31.7 Gauss CW rotating magnetic field. The 3134 Gauss permanent magnet
is slowly brought toward the Hele-Shaw cell to a final critical distance of 4.2 cm to provide
the axial DC magnetic field.
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Chapter 5
Concluding Remarks
This work has focused on resolving discrepancies in earlier work on the direction of rotating
magnetic fields and to determine if the polarity of the DC magnetic field has any effect on
ferrofluid patterns. A second focus of this work was to use a small Magswitch permanent
magnet to replace a large and bulky electromagnet and power supply. Previous reports [5][6]
were uncertain on how the direction of rotation of rotating in-plane magnetic fields affects
the orientation of the spirals formed by the ferrofluid after a DC axial field is applied. Mea-
surements were taken with vertical positive and negative magnetic fields and with horizontal
clockwise and counterclockwise rotating magnetic fields. The results showed that when the
labyrinth pattern is formed from the vertical DC magnetic field, the spirals curl in the same
direction as the rotating magnetic field and that the polarity of the axial DC field has no
effect on the direction in which the spirals curl.
A Magswitch permanent magnet was also used to provide the DC axial field in the
measurements in this thesis in order to replace large, non-portable electromagnet equipment
for creating DC magnetic fields. The Magswitch magnet is small and compact and does
not require any external power source. Using this magnet provides a portable solution to
creating an axial DC field. Measurements were made of the three dimensional profile of
magnetic fields at different heights and locations above the magnet. A reasonable region of
uniform magnetic field was found that allowed ferrofluid spiral and dot patterns to form.
Many images were taken of the labyrinth patterns and the phase transitions using the
Magswitch magnets as the DC magnetic field source. The resulting patterns were similar
to those using the large bulky electromagnet system. Comparing these images to those
obtained with the large equipment, it can be seen that the Magswitch magnet is a suitable
replacement to the electromagnet to provide the axial DC field while still obtaining similar
results.
Future work should find a lighter and more compact source for the rotating magnetic field.
One company, ClickAutomation [8] makes small motors that may be a light and compact
replacement. The rotor can be removed from these motors and the stator winding can be
used to provide the rotating magnetic field.
Appendix A
Measurements with Magswitch
Magnet Inside Stator
The following tables show the measured x, y and z components (BX,By,Bz) of the magnetic
field at different positions and heights above the top of Magswitch magnet using the original
ain thick, 50 mm diameter top and the constructed in thick, 3 in diameter top All
measurements were taken with the Magswitch magnet inside the stator.
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Appendix B
Measurements with Magswitch
Magnet in Free Space
The following tables show the measured x, y and z components (BX,By,Bz) of the magnetic
field at different positions and heights above the top of Magswitch magnet using the original
in thick, 50 mm diameter top and the constructed3 in thick, 3 in diameter top All
measurements were taken with the Magswitch magnet in free space.
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